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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Christians Live as Wheat Among Weeds



St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church | Jordan, Minnesota
July 19, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service, we gather before
our almighty and saving God to offer him our worship and praise. We also assemble to hear
God’s holy and powerful word and celebrate his life-giving sacraments. Through these
means, God strengthens our faith and walks us ever closer to our eternal home with him.

TODAY’S THEME

The wheat that grows in the Middle East is a variety that looks much like wild grass or weeds. It
is difficult to tell wheat and weeds apart until shortly before harvest time, when the wheat stalks
develop a head containing the kernels of grain. Pulling the weeds out of a wheat field could lead
to accidentally pulling up a fair amount of wheat. People need to wait for the harvest to separate
wheat from weeds. Jesus uses that image to illustrate life this side of heaven. What makes
Christians different? They are wheat planted by the Lord. Unbelieving evildoers are pictured as
weeds. We might want God to take care of evil now, pulling up all the weeds. But he tells us to
wait for the harvest of judgment day. So we live as wheat among weeds, being faithful, fruitful,
and mindful of the coming harvest.

CLOSE COMMUNION

Following the guidance of Scripture, we invite those who are members of this congregation or
one of our sister WELS congregations to join us as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper this morning.
Those who are members of other church bodies are asked to speak with the pastor before
attending the Lord’s Supper. With this practice, it is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain
faithful to the truth of God’s Word. Thank you for respecting our practice regarding the Lord’s
Supper.

Pastor..........ccooiiiiii Jeremy Glowicki
Organist...........oooiiiiii Lois Zander



507 Let All Things Now Living CW 507

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 173

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Declaration of Grace W 173

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy CW 174
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727266

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your
final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you in perfect
joy hereafter; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Isaiah 44:6-11

Like wheat among weeds, Christians live surrounded by evil in this world.

This is what the LORD, the King of Israel, Israel's Redeemer, the LORD of Armies, says. [ am
the first, and I am the last. Except for me there is no god. For who is like me? Let him declare
it. Let him recite in order for me the things that took place since the time I established an
ancient people. Or let them declare what is yet to come, and what is going to take place. Do
not tremble, and do not be frightened. Did I not announce this to you, and declare it already
long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any god except me? There is no other Rock. I am not
aware of any other. All those who form an idol are good for nothing. All the things which
delight them provide no benefit. As for their witnesses—they do not see. They know nothing,
so they will be ashamed. Who is this who forms a god or casts a metal image that can provide
no profit? Look at him! All his associates will be ashamed. The craftsmen are merely men. Let
them all gather themselves and take a stand. They will be terrified and ashamed together.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

19 The Heavens Declare the Glory of God Psalm 19A
Second Reading Romans 1:18-25

God is not ambivalent about evil in the world. But his wrath will be fully revealed only at
judgment day.

Indeed, God's wrath is being revealed from heaven against all the ungodliness and
unrighteousness of people who try to suppress the truth by unrighteousness. This happens
because what can be known about God is evident among them, because God made it evident
among them. In fact, his invisible characteristics—his eternal power and divine nature—have
been clearly seen since the creation of the world, because they are understood from the things
he made. As a result, people are without excuse, because, even though they knew God, they
did not honor him or give him thanks as God. Instead, their thinking became nonsense, and



their senseless heart was darkened. Although they claim to be wise, they have become fools
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human, or
like birds, four-footed animals, and crawling things. So, as they followed the sinful desires of
their hearts, God handed them over to the impurity of degrading their own bodies among
themselves. Such people have traded the truth about God for the lie, worshipping and serving
the creation rather than the Creator, who is worthy of praise forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation Romans 11:33
b
G it
Refrain
N | ) . .
e e e ' ———
o) — e —— - n— > E—
Py) ' ' |
Al-le - lu -ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia.
Tone
0| [—
y - 5 | f |
H—of — ot & I
D)}
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
AL Refrain
y - — f |
G Ra— ——e——
03] &

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond trac - ing  out!

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727266



Gospel Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

The Lord has a plan to separate wheat and weeds at the final harvest.

He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed
good seed in his field. But while people were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and went away. When the plants sprouted and produced heads of grain, the
weeds also appeared. The servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where did the weeds come from?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy did
this.” The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather up the weeds?’ ‘No,” he
answered, ‘because when you gather up the weeds, you might pull up the wheat along with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
“First, gather up the weeds, bind them in bundles, and burn them. Then, gather the wheat into
my barn.”” Then Jesus sent the people away and went into the house. His disciples came to
him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” He answered them, “The

19

one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world. The good seeds are the
sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the Evil One. The enemy who sowed them is
the Devil. The harvest is the end of the world. The reapers are angels. Therefore, just as the
weeds are gathered up and burned with fire, so it will be at the end of the world. The Son of
Man will send out his angels, and they will pull out of his kingdom everything that causes sin
and those who continue to break the law. The angels will throw them into the fiery furnace
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

491 Come, You Thankful People, Come CW 491

Sermon

Stand



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



Prayer of the Church

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love
like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping
their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a
blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend
those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief,
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven
their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give patience
and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



Offering

During the offering, please fill out the Friendship Register in the pew and pass it down to those
sitting next to you.

The Sacrament
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world
and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of
your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death,
even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse
and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He
conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear

our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

12



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Jesus, Lamb of God

CW 186
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Be seated

Distribution

704 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus CW 704

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when

14



you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -} give you peace.
Amen.

612 How Great Thou Art CW 612
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News & Notes

Radio Broadcast
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Connie Jabs in memory of Ronald Jabs. Thank you!

Roots Fair Cleanup
Roots members and their families are invited to help clean up the Scott County Fair on
July 24" beginning at 6 am. Meet in the parking lot in front of the Fair Offices.

Christian Funeral

The Christian Funeral for Terry Morlock is July 25 starting with a visitation in the
sanctuary at 9:30 and the funeral at 1. Following committal at Spirit Hill Cemetery there
is a luncheon. Service Group 2 is up to serve and bring salads and desserts.

Church Biking Outing

Participants can park near Omni Brewing in Victoria. There is a large parking lot there all
around the building and we will begin the ride from there at 2 pm. Once we arrive in
Victoria we will spend about an hour and a half or so in Excelsior for people to walk
around get some ice cream or other beverages or shop before we ride back to Victoria.

Heimatfest 2026

We are nearing that time of year again! Heimatfest is the weekend of September 11-12. We
will need volunteers to walk with our float in the parade, as well as staffing our booth at
the festival. More information to come!

Usher Schedule
The new usher schedule can be found on the bulletin board near the Fellowship Hall.
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Wed Thu Fri
1 2 3 4
6 pm Woven 900 am Senior

Fellowship -

Fead Mill
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Worship 9am | 7 pm Worship
Communion
Bible Study
10:15 am
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship 9 am | 7pm Worship | 7 pm Theclogy on
Fellowship Reflections Tap &30 pm
Sunday Bible Study
Bible Study
10:15 am
Winery Cuting
2pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship 9am | 7pm Worship | Oak Terrace Fair Clean-up
Communion 945 am §:00am
Bible Study
10:15 am
26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship 9am | 7 pm Worship
Bible Study
1015 am
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SERVING THE LORD

Acolytes Ushers Media Booth Organist
719 gam Leah Bertrang 1 Ryan Bertrang Lois Zander
726  g9am (Need Volunteer) 2 (Need Volunteer) Noah Helke
82 gam Leah Bertrang 3 Ryan Bertrang Noah Helke

July Altar Guild July Cleaners

Dianne Jabs/Lynn Sorenson -

July Counters Service Group 2 Leader

Norma Bendzick/Connie Jabs Craig and Melanie Sparby

August Altar Guild

Donna Breeggemann/Janet Robling

Attendance Gifts To Our Lord
Sunday 73 Received Needed
Monday 3 Current 56250 43834
Total 81 Online Giving 4956
Total $7206 $3834
L
1
g 100 Sixth St. W
; " l. au Jordan MN
LUTHERAN CHURCH 952-492-6303
www.spljordan.com
For more information, be sure to subscribe. office.spljordan@gmail.com
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