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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service we gather 

before our almighty and saving God to offer him our worship and praise. We also 

assemble to hear God’s holy and powerful word and celebrate his life-giving 

sacraments. Through these means, God strengthens our faith and walks us ever 

closer to our eternal home with him.  

   

TODAY’S THEME 

Conventional wisdom says that joy is a direct result of circumstance. Our 

disposition is nothing more than the product of the events, conditions, and 

relationships of which our life consists. Therefore, it would seem that for our 

disposition to change, our circumstances need to change. But Jesus offers a joy that 

is superior. It is not a product of circumstance; it’s a product of Easter. Easter proves 

that God can take what normally causes people to weep and turn it into what causes 

people to rejoice. Sin, death, and shame went into Jesus’ tomb. Forgiveness, life, and 

glory came out. Our risen Savior gives us a joy that remains constant in the highest 

of life’s highs and the lowest of life’s lows. Because he lives, we have deep and 

lasting joy. 

Pastor……………………………………………………………………………Jeremy Glowicki 

Organist……………………...……………………………………………...….Lois Zander 
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448 Now Let the Heavens Be Joyful CW 448 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 189 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727266 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727266 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for what 

is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Acts 14:8–22 

 As a witness of Christ’s resurrection, Paul’s joy and his ministry were unaffected by 

circumstance. 

 

 In Lystra there was a man who was sitting down because he had no strength in his feet. He 

had never walked because he was lame from birth. When he was listening to Paul as he was 

speaking, Paul looked at him closely and saw that he had faith to be healed. Paul said in a loud 

voice, “Stand up on your feet!” And the man jumped up and began to walk. When the crowds 

saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods 

have come down to us in human form.” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 

Hermes, because he was the main speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside 

the city, brought bulls and garlands to the city gates, because he wanted to offer sacrifices, 

along with the crowds. But when the apostles Paul and Barnabas heard about this, they tore 

their clothes and rushed into the crowd, shouting, “Men, why are you doing these things? We 

too are men with the same nature as you. We are preaching the good news to you so that you 

turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, 

and everything in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations to go their own ways. 

Yet he did not leave himself without testimony of the good he does. He gives you rain from 

heaven and crops in their seasons. He fills you with food and fills your hearts with gladness.” 

Even though they said these things, they had a hard time stopping the crowds from sacrificing 

to them. Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and persuaded the crowds to stone 

Paul. When they thought he was dead, they dragged him out of the city. But after the disciples 

had gathered around him, he stood up and went into the city. The next day, he left with 

Barnabas for Derbe. After they preached the good news in that city and had gathered many 

disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the souls of the 

disciples and encouraging them to continue in the faith. They told them, “We must go through 

many troubles on our way to the kingdom of God.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

65A The Seed That Falls Psalm 65A 
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Second Reading Revelation 21:21–27 

 The great joy we have now will soon be made perfect and complete. 
 

 The twelve gates are twelve pearls. Each of the gates is made out of one pearl. And the street 

of the city is pure gold, like transparent glass. I did not see a temple in the city, because the 

Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon 

to shine on it, because the glory of God has given it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The 

nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. There is 

no day when its gates will be shut, for there will be no night in that place. They will bring the 

glory and the honor of the nations into it. Nothing that is unclean and no one who does what 

is detestable or who tells lies will ever enter it, but only those who are written in the Lamb's 

Book of Life. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 30:5 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727266 
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Gospel John 16:16–24 

 Jesus promises that our grief will be turned to perfect joy. 

 

 “In a little while you are not going to see me anymore, and again in a little while you will see 

me, because I am going away to the Father.” Therefore some of his disciples asked one 

another, “What does he mean when he tells us, ‘In a little while you are not going to see me, 

and again in a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going away to the Father’?” So 

they kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don't understand what he's 

saying.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you trying 

to determine with one another what I meant by saying, ‘In a little while you are not going to 

see me, and again in a little while you will see me’? Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will weep and 

wail, but the world will rejoice. You will become sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn to joy.  

A woman giving birth has pain, because her time has come. But when she has delivered the 

child, she no longer remembers the anguish, because of her joy that a person has been born 

into the world. “So you also have sorrow now. But I will see you again. Your heart will rejoice, 

and no one will take your joy away from you. In that day you will not ask me anything. Amen, 

Amen, I tell you: Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you. Until now you 

have not asked for anything in my name. Ask, and you will receive, so that your joy may be 

made complete. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

Children's Sermon 

Ages 3 and up are invited to come forward for a Bible lesson. 

557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 

Sermon 

 
Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 

During the offering, please fill out the Friendship Register in the pew and pass it down to those 

sitting next to you. 

 

449 This Joyful Eastertide CW 449 
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Stand 
 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

513 In You Is Gladness CW 513 
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The Festival of the Ascension 

 
Because He Lives,  

He reigns over everything for the benefit of his Church. 
 
 

Celebrate the Ascension at St. Paul Lutheran Church on May 29th at 7 pm.  There is a 

potluck meal starting at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish to share. The 

service will include special music, a joint choir, and pastors from Trinity Belle Plaine, 

and Friedens New Prague sharing the significance of the Ascension with us.    
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News & Notes 

 
Radio Broadcast 
The radio broadcast is sponsored by Marlys Knautz in celebration of her 90th Birthday. 
Thank you! 
 
Monday Night Worship 
Remember that there is no Monday night worship tomorrow, Memorial Day, May 26th. 
 
Summer Bible Study – The Council of Nicaea and It’s Creed 
Throughout its 1700-year history, the Nicene Creed has helped 
Christians keep our eyes focused on the truths that Scripture 
reveals about God who created us, redeemed us, and sanctified us 
in the one true faith.  This study isn’t merely a history lesson—it’s 
immensely practical.  The class meets June 17th & 24th, July 8th & 
15th.  Supper begins at 5:30 and the class starts shortly afterward.  
Childcare is available.  See the signup sheet or sign up 
electronically. 
 

Insurance Update 
The Church Council accepted a proposal from Travelers Insurance to insure the building, 
umbrella, and worker’s comp.  The new policy is an $8000 per yr. increase over the previous 
policy, but was the least expensive option the Council considered.  We thank President Shawn 
Firle for his work on getting bids to consider. 
 
The Council is concerned that we are at a 30 day cushion in the finances heading into the 
summer months.  The summer usually comes with much lower offerings, so the Council 
encourages our members to be as consistent as possible in worship and with offerings.  Online 
giving includes the option to give while you are at the cabin, campground, or vacation this 
summer.  If you haven’t already enrolled, see the information on the counter heading into the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran Summer Camp for Grades 3-8 
Children who have completed grades 3-8, are invited to Minnesota Valley Lutheran Camp at 
Sibley St. Park June 22-28 for a week in strengthening our faith in Christ and our relationship 
with God, and forming lifelong bonds with other Christians their age. In addition, each day we 
have crafts, team sports, campfires, games, and opportunities for swimming, biking, hiking 
and fishing. Scholarships are available. Registration ends on June 8th . We are hosting Camp 
Shetek at Sibley State Park, New London this year. www.campshetek.org/2025- 
Registration. Please contact Lois or Katie Zander with any questions.  
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